Chobe Explorer
Trip dates: 25 August - 2 September 2020
Location: Botswana
Group size: 6; Cost GBP 4,695 per person
AN 8 NIGHT, 9 DAY PHOTOGRAPHIC AND WILDLIFE VIEWING ADVENTURE TO ONE OF THE MOST EXCITING
WILDLIFE AREAS OF SOUTHERN AFRICA – THE CHOBE. THIS TRIP IS ESCORTED THROUGHOUT BY ANDY SKILLEN,
AND IS DESIGNED TO GIVE YOU A SUPERIOR PHOTOGRAPHIC EXPERIENCE IN UNCROWDED CONDITIONS.
WITH A GROUP SIZE OF JUST 6, YOU ARE GUARANTEED PLENTY OF TUITION TIME, AND ALSO PLENTY OF
ROOM IN WHICH TO WORK. THIS TRIP IS DESIGNED TO EXPOSE YOU TO ALL THAT THIS FANTASTIC NATIONAL
PARK HAS TO OFFER, AND WILL ACCESS IT BY LAND, FROM A BUSH CAMP, AND FROM OUR SPECIALIST PHOTO
BOAT ON THE CHOBE RIVER.

TRIP HIGHLIGHTS
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Small group size of just 6 guests
Canopy-free vehicle to allow full, all-round viewing, plus beanbags and camera supports
Exclusive use of a tented camp deep in the heart of Chobe National Park – right in the heart of the action
Sole use of the Voyager houseboat, our base on the river for three nights
Dedicated photo boat (launched from the houseboat), with gimbal heads and swivel seats to allow us to
get fantastic shots of this national park from the water
Access to the “inside channel” of the Chobe river, as well as the wider waterways on the Namibian side
Escorted throughout by Andy Skillen
As much, or as little!, photographic tuition as needed!

COSTS AND LOGISTICS
•
•
•
•

Group size: 6 guests only
GBP 4,695 per person, based on twin-share accommodation
Start point: Kasane International Airport, Botswana
End point: Kasane International Airport, Botswana

Note: Kasane is best accessed via either Maun of Johannesburg. You will be collected from the airport on arrival.

WHAT’S INCLUDED…
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

1 nights accommodation at our Kasane-based lodge on the edge of the park
4 nights accommodation at our exclusive tented camp deep in Chobe National Park
3 nights accommodation – and exclusive use – of our houseboat on the Chobe river
Private photo-geared game viewing vehicle throughout the “land phase”
Private use of our photo boat throughout the “water phase”, launched each day from the houseboat
Airport collection and drop-off
All guiding fees and photo tuition
All meals and drinks throughout

WHAT’S NOT…
•
•
•
•

International and/or any domestic flight to/from the itinerary start/end points
Items of a personal nature
Visa fees as appropriate
Gratuities

YOUR ITINERARY….
Day 1: Arrive Kasane, transfer to the lodge (1 night)
On your arrival in Kasane, we will collect you from the airport (although other locations can also be possible –
see “extensions”) and transfer you to the lodge for your first night. However, as soon as you’re in and unpacked,
we will set out on our first photo activity – making use of our access to the Chobe river’s inside channel and
taking a photo boat out to capture the wildlife coming to the edge of the river for an afternoon drink. This is a
great time of day to be on the water, and we won’t waste a minute! We’ll then head back to the lodge at
sundown, and after dinner, get a well-earned night’s rest.

Days 2-5: Transfer to our tented camp, deep in Chobe National Park (4 nights)
An early start as you are collected from the hotel and driven through the park to our tented camp in the western
reaches of The Chobe National Park in our specially adapted game viewing vehicle.
This camp comprises large walk in tents each with their own private ensuite toilet and shower facilities. There
are real beds with linen, blankets and pillows and plenty of room for luggage and camera gear. In front of the
tent is a shaded “stoop” with a wash basin and a couple of chairs. This is not your average camping experience
but rather a comfortable rustic tented lodge deep in the African bush.
The camp staff are on hand to prepare three meals a day, enough ice in your drinks and to ensure that you have
hot water whenever you need it for the shower at your tent. Meals are taken around a long table set up under
an awning which doubles as a media centre for mid afternoon photo editing. In the evenings you are invited to
spend time around the camp fire with your favourite tipple and enjoy the sense of being immersed in nature.
During the day you will do game drives around the hills and floodplains leading to the river that surround our
camp. I have a rule of a maximum of 6 clients per photo safari (two per row) to provide plenty of space. We will
rotate positions over the course of our time in the Chobe. Each seat is equipped with custom swing arm on
which to rest your camera. The area is fantastic for sightings of plains game like zebra and giraffe along with
regular sightings of large herds of elephants, buffalo and prides of lions. The area is also excellent for leopard
and wild dog. We also ensure the canopy is removed from our vehicle so that those leopards up trees and birds
flying overhead are not obscured! It’s all in the detail!
At this point I should point out that the camp is a true wilderness experience and there are no fences around the
camp. I believe that if you are going to the bush you should be “IN” the bush. The animals are not usually that
interested in coming into the camp and if they do you will be made aware by the staff as to what to do allowing
you to thoroughly enjoy this natural encounter.
At night, given the lack of any light pollution in this remote part of Africa, you will benefit from the chance to
practice your astro-photography, and on nights with low or no moonlight, the milky way is a spectacular
addition to an incredible night sky.

Days 6-8: Chobe Voyager (3 nights)
After three nights in the tented camp you will transported you through to the Eastern side of The Chobe where
you will be collected by the guides from our five cabin “Voyager” houseboat, which cruises along the
magnificent Chobe River.
From the houseboat you will have a very different wildlife experience as you literally look back onto the land you
have spent the last 4-5 days exploring. The game viewing on the houseboat is done on photo boats that we
launch out into the river each day with custom built photo chairs. The chairs are equipped with camera mounts
and are able to rotate 360 degrees.
From the river you can expect to see plenty of elephants coming to drink from the river as well as large
populations of hippos, antelope and multiple species of birds including Fish eagles, Jacanas, Pygmy Geese and
Kingfishers. Game viewing and photography on the river is spectacular, and we seek out elephants crossing,
hippo interaction, eye-level bird activity and, well, anything that we perceive will stretch our photo skills and

present a great opportunity for you to expand your portfolio!
The Voyager changes mooring points every night (when the river conditions allow) as we move along the river so
you will always sleep in a different location onboard our “floating lodge”. Our superb chefs will keep you well
fed throughout your stay with snacks and meals produced in the galley. There are plenty of drinks onboard and
these are included in the package as they are at the tented camp too.

Day 9: Back to Kasane…and onward…
Only too soon, however, our adventure will come to an end, and we will disembark the Voyager at Kasane from
where transfers will be supplied to Kasane International airport. We will have squeezed in one last trip on the
river in the photo boat that morning, perhaps to one of the large stork roosting sites that come alive with
activity first thing in the morning, and provide us with some great shots as we weave our way between their
flooded trees. We will then head back to land, and Kasane International Airport, in time to connect with the
Johannesburg flight.

EXTENSIONS...BEFORE AND AFTER…
There are a number of options for those visiting the
region at this time of year, and we will be pleased to
arrange some suggestions for you. Victoria Falls is an
obvious choice if you have never been (or, actually, if
you have and want to experience the mighty Mosi Ai
Tunya again!), and is just a 90 minute drive away. We
can arrange a special rate at the iconic Victoria Falls
hotel before or after your Chobe experience, if you wish
– our suggestion would be a two night stay. Vic Falls is of
course an easy flight to Johannesburg.
Another suggestion would be to visit the Okavango
Delta. We can book you into Andy’s favourite places for
photography if you wish, and arrange the transfers for
you. Again, this will be about putting you in the right
place at the right time, and as such the locations we
utilize are all geared up photographically to maximize
your time. Let us know when you reserve your Chobe
trip if you are interested, and we can discuss further
with you the options.
For information only, Andy does not usually accompany
the extensions…although, we often joke, you’ll probably
be quite glad of that by then…having had photographic
boot camp for the previous 8 nights!

WHAT DO I DO NEXT?
To reserve your space on this very special adventure, either:
a. send an email to Andy@faunavista.com or Carrie@faunavista.com to register your interest and receive a
booking form
b. download the generic booking form using the link on the page from where you obtained your itinerary,
fill it out, and send it to either email address as above.

Charity…a permanent winner
Andy’s photography is all about giving some thing back; back to a world that has given him such a wealth of
memorable experiences and opportunities. As a result, a proportion of all the profits we make from every
perspective of Andy’s work is donated to some of the world’s leading wildlife charities. These include the David
Shepherd Wildlife Foundation (DSWF), Animals Asia and the Bushlife Foundation – for which Andy and Carrie are
the UK ambassadors. Your holiday is not just therefore an adventure for yourself, your friends and your family,
but a true contributor to the frontline of wildlife conservation.

